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In the North Sea there is a kind of fish by the name of
KUN, whose size covers thousands of miles. The fish
metamorphoses inco a kind of bird by the name of Peng,
whose back covers thousands of miles. When it rises in
flight, its wings are like clouds that hang from the sky.
When the wind blows over the sea, the Peng moves to the

South Sea, the Celestial Pond.

According to Qi Xie, a collection of mysterious stories, "On
its journey to the South Sea the Peng flaps sprays for 3,000
miles and soars to a height of 90,000 miles at the windy
time of June." The air, the dusts and the microbes float in
the sky at the breath of the wind. Does the sky display the
blueness as its true colour? Or does it reach an unatcainable
distance? When the Peng looks from above, it must have

observed a similar sight.
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If 2 mass of water is not deep enotgh, ic will not be able to
float large ships. When you pour a cup of water into a hole
on the floor, a straw can sail on it as a boat, but a cup will
get stuck in it for the warer is too shallow and the vessel is
t00 large. IF the wind is not strong enough, it will ot be
able to bear large wings. ‘Therefor, the Peng must have a
scrong wind under it as its suppore so as to soar to a height
of 90,000 miles. Only then can it brave the blue sky and

clear all obstacles on its southward journey.

A cicada and a turcle-dove derided the Peng, saying, "We fly
upward until we alight on an elm or a sandal trec.
Sometimes when we cannot make i, we just fall back to the
ground. What's the sense of soaring to a height of 90,000
miles on your journey to the south?” If you are going to the
green suburbs, you only have to bring three meals and you
will come back with a full stomach. If you are going 100
miles away, you have to grind enough grain for the
overnight stay. If you are going 1,000 miles away, you have to
bring enough grain to last you three months. How could

these two little creatures know abour all this?
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Lictle learning does not come up to great learning; the
shore-lived does not come up to the long-lived. How do we
know that this is the case? The fungi that sprout in che
morning and die before evening do not know the alterna-
tion of night and day; cicadas do not know the alternation
of spring and autumn, Those are cases of the short-lived. In
the south of the state of Chu there is a miraculous tortoise,
for whom cach spring or autumn lasts 500 years; in the
remote ages there was a huge toon tree, for which cach
spring or autumn lasted 8,000 years. Those are cases of the
Tong-lived. But today, Pengzas, who is uniquely acknowl-
edged for his longeviey. Is it not lamentable that he is an

object of envy to all!

Tt was on this very subject that the Erspetor Tang spoke to
Chi, 4 Follows: "Ac the noreh of Qiongfa, there is a Dark
Sea, the Celestidl Pond, In it there is a fish several thousand
miles in breadth, and [ know not how many in lengeh. Itis
called the KUN . There is also 4 bird, called the Peng, with a
back like Mount Tai, and wings like clouds across the sky. It
soars up upon a whirlwind o a height of ninety thousand
miles, far above the region of the clouds, with only the cléar
sky above it. And then it directs its light towards the
Southern Ocean.”
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Alake sparrow laughed, and said: "Pray, what may that
creature be going to do? I rise but a few yards in the air and
sectle down again, afier flying around among the reeds. That
is as much as any one would want to fly. Now, wherever can
this creature be going to?” Such, indeed, is the difference

between litele and great

Take, for instance, a man who creditably fills some small
office, or whose influence spreads over a village, or whose
character pleases a certain prince. His opinion of himself
will be much che same as that lake sparrows. The philoso-
pher Rong of Song would laugh at such a one. If the whole
world flacered him, he would not be affected thereby, nor if
the whole world blamed him would he be dissuaded from
what he was doing, For Rong can distinguish between
essence and superficialities, and understand what is true
honor and shame. Such men are rare in their generation. But

even he has not established himself.
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Now Lichtse could ride upon the wind. Sailing happily in
the cool breeze, he would go on for fifteen days before his
recurn. Among mortals who attain happiness, such a man is
rare. Yet although Lichtse could dispense with walking, he
would still have to depend upon something.

As for one who is charioted upon the cernal fieness of
Heaven and Earth, driving before him the changing
clements as his team to roam chrough the realms of the
Infinite, upon what, then, would such a one have need to

depend?

Thus it is said, "The perfect man ignores self, che divine man

ignores achievement: the true Sage ignores reputation.”
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